
AFFEW Board Meeting Minutes     May 25, 2010 

 

 

Present were: Julia, Jill, Jim, Ray, Sherryl, Sid, Brenda, and Heidi. 

Jill called the meeting to order at 7:10pm. 

 

No minutes were available for review from the previous meetings.  

 

Financial report:  Jill reported that we have not received a bill from the LDN for ED advertising, 

but that John Walker had verbally stated it would be $217.25.  We have also not received a food 

bill from MMC. Brenda will look into this.  It appears that overall we probably at least broke 

even for ED events. 

Ending balance in acct is $8,271.56. 

 

A review of Earth Day was discussed.  (See attachment) Overall everyone thought it was a very 

successful event, reaching approx. 400 to possibly even 600 people. While we did not get many 

new members signed up, we had 40 people sign up to volunteer in various areas. Another 

without much response was the feed-back survey. 

Next years ED event will be smaller. Two ideas for picking a theme were 1. Pick a theme at our 

annual dinner or 2.  Do a poll on our web-site. 

 

We have about 30 t-shirts left. Sherryl has been selling quite a few at her school.  There was 

some discussion on where we might sell some others. 

 

There was much discussion on the new battery recycling procedure.  Sidney was under the 

impression that per Battery Solutions, lithium batteries do not have to be taped.  Heidi noted that 

Padnos still has signs that state that they do have to be taped.  Sidney will look into this. 

There was a consensus that the general public still does not understand battery recycling, 

especially the cost involved. (It costs us $500 per 700# barrel, except for lithium which we get 

paid for). 

It was brought to our attention that several area businesses are taking their batteries directly to 

Padnos (at a cost to us). We feel that there should be a way to get them to partner with us in 

sharing the cost to do this project.  Some of the possible ideas for educating might be 1. Letter to 

the editor 2. Letter in chamber newsletter 3. Green Team at MMC 4. New signage at Padnos.  

Also, we need to get busy finding more grant money. 

 

Sidney is in charge of organizing a float for the July 4
th

 parade.  He has already recruited several 

volunteers.  They will be meeting soon to discuss a theme.  We will use many of the same ideas 

from last years float, modifying it to fit the theme.  Sid would like to find a 26” Huffy bike with 

big tires.  It was suggested that he try the police station repo garage.  He suggested that we try to 

have at least 12 walkers in the parade.  The Gaylords are again donating the use of their barn to 

work in.   

 

Julia gave the dates for this year’s beech sweeps.  Thursday, June 10
th

, Tuesday July 6
th

, Tuesday 

August 10
th

, all at 7:00 pm.  Also there will be an international one at 10:00 am on Saturday 

September 18
th

.  Julia has been in touch with Keith Kolfage regarding his offer to do a promo. 



 

Julia announced that a “Ragbirds” concert will happen on October 2, 2010 at the Ludington 

Center for the Arts.  It will be in conjunction with our annual dinner.  The details for the cost for 

a “dinner/concert” ticket will be worked out later. Julia is working on securing some co-

sponsors. 

 

Our “storage unit” sale will be August 27
th

/28
th

.  Larsons has given us deal on rental, but Sherryl 

will look into getting us an even better deal.  We will try to get the unit for 2 months so we can 

start collecting stuff. 

 

We may have an opportunity to do recycling at Gus Macker 2011.  Julia has been in discussion 

with Sara Kronlein about this.  

 

Jill discussed her idea for a fund-raiser.  Her idea was to sell handmade recyclable lunch bags.  

We would need some volunteers to sew the bags.  Brenda will check with the “rug ladies” at the 

Ludington UMC and ray will check with Ruth Dimmitt.  Jill will come up with a design.  We all 

agreed that the idea is very much worth pursuing. 

 

Jill has agreed to continue doing the newsletter and Ray will update the 2009 AFFEW Blog. 

 

It was decided that we will not participate in Friday Night Live this year. 

 

Hazardous waste day is August 21
st
 and we will need volunteers for this event. 

 

                                                    Respectably submitted—Brenda Begnoche  

 


